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REFLECTIONS ON THE PRESENT STATE OF 
POPERY COMPARED WITH IT'S FORMER 
STATE. 8 


A 


SERMON. 


REVELATION XV. 3, 4. 


Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God 
Almighty ; juft and true are thy ways, thou 
King of ſaints. Who fhall not fear thee, 
O Lord, and glorify thy name for thou only 
art holy: for all nations ſhall come and worſhip 
before thee ; for thy judgments are made 

1}, 
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þ d n events in the hiſtory. of 
individuals, of nations, and of the world - 
at large, this devout acknowledgment of the 
extenſive, wiſe, and holy dominion of divine 
Providence, may no doubt be profitably ap- 
plied. The works of the Lord God: | 
Almighty” in all their variety . are great and 


AZ marvellous.” 
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marvellous.” . The ways of the King of ſaints 
are” in all poſſible reſpects ** juſt and true.” 
But the particular event, with which theſe 
words ſtand connected, in that prophetic 
book of Scripture, of which they are a part, 
is the victory obtained by the. friends of 
truth and righteouſneſs, © over the beaſt, 
and over his image, and over his mark, and 
over the number of his name ;” that is, over 
that antichriſtian power, deſcribed in the 
preceding chapters, which, aſſuming the name 
of chriſtianity, ſhbuld prove the principal 
ſource of oppoſition to it's genuine influence 
in the world, 


That the emblems uſed in theſe prophetie 
deſcriptions, have had their accompliſhment 
in the riſe and eſtabliſhment of the civil and 
eccleſiaſtical dominion of Rome, can ſcarcely be 
doubted by any intelligent and ſerious Proteſ- 
tant. It has been frequently obſerved, that the 
Revelation of John receives it's beſt expoſition 
from the events themſelves, which in dark 
figures and obſcure ſymbols it predi&ts. Nor 
can there be a ſtronger proof, that Popery, in 
all the magnitude of it's ſuperſtition, and in 

tes Gy; the 
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the tyranny which it has uſurped over the 
conſciences of men, as well as over their 
civil affairs, was intended by the figurative 
language of this part of Scripture, than the 
analogy which ſubſiſts between the picture 
and the reality, between the figurative repre- 
ſentations of the ſacred writer, and the forms | 
the doctrines, and the aſtoniſhing influence 5 

that ſplendid and alluring, but miſtaken and 

corrupt ſyſtem. of religion. The deſcriptions 
in the Revelation however reſpect not only 
the hiſtory, and the influence, but the final 
deſtruction of the eccleſiaſtical and civil ity- 
ranny of Rome. And it is in thankful. com- 
memoration of this great event, that the 
redeemed. of the Lord are repreſented as nut- 
= oy language of the tet. 
N 

Toa bead not yet fully arrived, Aut 1 
reſected, the moſt exalted meaning of this 
ſublime anthem of praiſe, when Babylon 
the great” ſhall be completely ** fallen, and 
the everlaſting goſpel ſhall be preached to 
every nation and kindred and tongue and 
people.” But though we, my friends, have 
not witneſſed the demolition of the power of 
| AS Rome, 
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Rome, we have lived to ſee a moſt aſtoniſh- 
ing diminution of that power. The founda- 
tions are greatly weakened ; the towers have 
begun to fall ; though the building, in many 
of it's parts, yet remains; yea though it may 


regain a partial and temporary appearance of 
renewed ſtrength. 


The return of this fraſon of the year calls 
to remembrance two very remarkable inſtances 
of the divine interpoſition, in preſerving this 
country from the threatening preſages of an 
approaching yoke of Romiſh tyranny. The 
deliverance of the government and conſtitution 
of Britain from the gunpowder plot in the 
year 1605, and the ſtill more important 
emancipation of our favoured iſland, from 
proſpects fatal to it's deareſt rights and liber- 
ties, obtained by the glorious Revolution of 
1688, are events in the Britiſh hiſtory, which 
call for the moſt devout and n ul acknow- 
ledgment. : 


It has been cuſtomary on theſe annual oc- 
caſions, with a view of improving the com- 
memoration of theſe. events, to lead your 

| meditations - 
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meditations to ſome topic of religious in- 
ſtruction, connected with the bleſſings, which 
they have proved the means of confirming 
and enlarging. On the laſt anniverſary, my 
worthy friend and colleague in this lecture 
gave you a very inſtructive and a very ſtriking 
view of many inftances, in which divine 
Providence has appeared for the preſervation 
of the chriſtian church, when it's exiſtence. 
was threatened, and it's purity endangered ; 
thus accompliſhing the declaration of it's di- 
vine Author, that the gates of hell ſhall 
never prevail againſt it.” That truly valuable 
_ diſcourſe, which was publiſhed at the requeſt 
of many, has, I doubt not, been read by 
moſt of my hearers with improvement and 
deli _ #, . 


* The ſubje of this evening is of a nature 
ſomewhat different, but calculated, with a 
divine bleſſing, to promote the ſame deſign. 
I propoſe to lead your thoughts to the won- 


* he predicted Stability and Permanence of Chriſ- 
tianity illuſtrated by hiſtoric T eſtimony. A Sermon 
delivered at Salter's Hall, Nov. 3, 1799, 10 Fan 


Mergen.” 
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derful change which has taken place in the 
ſtate of the Romiſh Church, in part within 
the memory even of the youngeſt of my 
hearers, as a ſource of very important reli- 
gious inſtruction. 


FigsT. We may contemplate the alteration 
which has taken place in the outward cir- 
cumſtances of the Romiſh Church, as afford- 
ing an awful and impreſſive moral leſſon, on 
the uncertainty of all earthly greatneſs, and 
on the power and wiſdom of the Governer of 


the univerſe. 

In reading the hiſtory of former ages, 
there is ſcarcely an object more prominent, 
than the proſperous ſtate of the Romiſh re- 
ligion. In the days of Pagan idolatry, Rome 
had been the miſtreſs of the world, as the 
ſeat of extenſive dominion, and of cultivated 
ſcience. She reſumed the ſame high cha- 
racer, when under the Chriſtian name, ſhe 
began to exerciſe an eccleſiaſtical authority 
over other countries, who ſubmitted to her 
yoke. The grandeur, the riches; the influ- 
ence, to which the hierarchy of Rome was 


permited _ 


1 
permitted to riſe, are indeed amazing. To 
the ſovereign Pontiff kings and emperors 
bowed in ſubmiſſion. Other nations were in 
many reſpects but as provinces under the do- 
minion of Rome. And the perſons, the poſ- 
ſeſſions, the conſciences of men, were all 
ſubjected to the authority of that uſurpation, 
which attempted to ſpread itſelf over all kin- 
dreds, and tongues, and people.” Popery was 
almoſt the univerſal religion. Bleſſed be God, 
at no time was it abſolutely univerſal, A ſmall 
remnant were enabled, in the darkeſt ages, 
to retain in their faith and in their profeſſion 
the ſimplicity of the goſpel. But ſo exten- 
ſive was the diffuſion, ſo general was the 
reception, ſo penetrating was the influence of 
this ſyſtem of error and ſuperſtition, recom- 
mended by ſplendor, and enforced by a tyran- 
nical civil authority; and ſo enſlaved were the 
nations of Europe by it's hard and apparently 
irreſiſtible yoke ; that to a human eye, Popery, 
as a civil and eccleſiaſtical ſyſtem, ſcemed 
cſtabliſhed to the end of time. { 


1 ' | | | M ' . 
But, in tis ab of the laſt few centuries, 
how wonderful the change! One nation. 
after 
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after another has been completely emanci- 
pated from this wretched thraldom. From 
the æra of the Reformation, from the days 
of Luther, Calvin, Melancthon, and the 
reſt of thoſe noble confeſſors, who openly 
withdrew from the boſom of the Romiſh 
Church, and widely diffuſed the truths 
which they were enlightened to diſcern, how 
have the powers of Rome been gradually 
curtailed ! The kingdoms, which once pro- 
feſſed to receive their authority from Rome, 
have in ſeveral inſtances broken their fetters, 
and riſen up againſt her. Even in our own 
time, and within the memory of the young, 
how aſtoniſhingly has ſhe fallen! Amidſt 
all the deep concern which we feel for the 
infidelity and irreligion of France, it muſt 
be obvious to every one, that the enterpriſing 
ſpirit of that nation has completely burſt the 
chain of dependence on Rome, by which ſhe 
had long been held in captivity. And one 
| important conſequence of the exertions of the 
French has been, the weakening, to a very 
great degree, of the Papal cauſe. It is true, 
that Rome itſelf is again in poſſeſſion of the 
Pontiff, and that in many parts of Italy, the 
power 


| © 4:1 
poiver which appeared nearly deſtroyed, has 


for a time been permitted to exert itſelf, It 
is true, that the profeſſion of the Romiſh 
religion is again tolerated in France, and even 
patronized by it's rulers ; and that multitudes 
of exiled prieſts have liberty to return to 
their own country, and to the exerciſe of 
their religion. But at what an immeaſurable 
diſtance is this, from the aggrandiſement of 
former days! It bears no reſemblance to the 
power, which made the earth to tremble. 
The Roman Catholic Religion is finking very 
faſt to the ſame level with other modes of 
profeſſing Chriſtianity. It is no longer the 
haughty tyrant of the world: it is the im- 
poveriſhed ſtranger, ſoliciting the protection 
of thoſe ſtates, which once it ruled with a 
rod of iron. 6 


Behold, my brethren, this aſtoniſhing 
change, and think, how uncertain are all the _ 
wealth, and grandeur, and excellence of the 
preſent werld. See, on how. tottering a 
nen ee. „% who build below 
the ſkies.” And adore that omnipotent 
el and that penetrating wiſdom, (RP 
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by ſuch unexpected methods, have worked a 
change ſo great. Who that compares the 
ſtate of Rome even at the cloſe of the ſeven- 
teenth century, though at that time its power 
was much diminiſhed, with its preſent ſtate, at 
the cloſe of the eighteenth century, can forbear 
exclaiming, ** Great and marvellous are thy 


works, Lord God Almighty !” 


- SeconDLY, The alteration which has taken 
place in the ſtate of the Romiſh Religion, 
may be viewed, as a memorable inſtance of 
the retributive juſtice of God. 
I I pretend not to enter into the abſtract 
queſtion, how far Popery is in itſelf a perſe- 
cuting ſyſtem. It is certain, that in times 
far leſs enlightened than the preſent, thoſe, 
who have adopted religious creeds the moſt 
oppoſite to each other, have agreed in this 
abſurd and pernicious principle, that truth is 
to be propagated, and error extirpated by the 
ſword. Proteſtants, as well as Papiſts, have 
been perſecutors. The fact however is, that 
as from the extenſive dominions of the 
- Church of Rome, the ſword in her hands 
5 ä Was 
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was a more powerful weapon, than any Pro- 
teſtant eſtabliſhment ever poſſeſſed, ſo the uſe 
which ſhe made of it has been incomparably 
more dreadful, than Proteſtant tyranny has 
at any time been able to diſcover. In the 
bloody annals of Romiſh perſecution, Britain 
has been ſeverely tried. The ſhort reign of 
the firſt Mary exhibited moſt awful effects of 
the rage of Popery at that day. The venera- 
ble names of Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer, 
who, with many others, were ſacrificed to 
the fury of a bigotted Queen, and a vindic- 
tive hierarchy, are familiar to all our ears. 
And multitudes, who eſcaped with their 
lives, ſuffered the loſs of property and of 
freedom for a refuſal to conform to the em 

of the Romiſh ſuperſtition. | 


But whilſt there is ſcarcely a nation in 
Europe, which has not exhibited very dread- 
ful effects of Popiſh cruelty, in none of them 
has it raged with a fury equal to that, which 
has frequently been diſcovered in France. 
Two ras in the hiſtory of that country are 
awful monuments of the horrors of perſecu- 
tion. One is what is called the maſſacre of 
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St, Bartholomew, a dreadful ſlaughter of the 
Proteſtants in Paris on the 24th of Auguſt, 
1572. The other is the revocation of the 
edict of Nantz. That edict which was 
made by Henry 1v. in the year 1598, granted 
to the Proteſtants the free exerciſe of their 
religion in all parts of France, Paris and it's 
neighbourhood excepted. But it was after- 
wards revoked in 1685, in the reign of the 
tyrannical Louis xiv. Before the revocation, 
the Proteſtants, or Huguenots, as they were 
called, were treated with great cruelty, But 
on this open breach of good faith, -this re- 
nunciation of a compact, which had been 
formed with the utmoſt ſolemnity, and on 
the part of the Proteſtants never infringed, 
they were doomed to a long continuance of 
the moſt diſtreſſing ſufferings. ' It is com- 
puted, that five hundred thouſand families 
were plundered by the armies. They aban- 
doned their dwellings, their poſſeſſions, and 
many of the unhappy ſufferers, their wives 
and children. Many were put to the ſword, - 
and thoſe who eſcaped it, fled in poverty 
into various parts of Europe, particularly 
into Holland, and Great Britain, each of 
which 


. 
which has frequently proved an aſylum for 
the victims of oppreſſion. Such was the 
power of the Romiſh Church, and ſuch the 
dreadful cruelty with which it was exerciſed. 


O! how is the ſcene turned about, and 
eſpecially in the country, where the laſt men- 
tioned outrages were perpetrated ! God has 
permitted the arrows of perſecution to be di- 
rected againſt the very communities which 
formerly drew them out of their quiver with 
bloody zeal, and undiſtinguiſhed fury. In 
the very country, on the very ſpot, where 

the moſt ſavage triumphs of Popery were 
diſplayed, a triumph equally ſavage over 

Popery itſelf has been effected. Where, ſo 
much as in France, has the religion of Rome 
been maintained by the ſword? And where, 
ſo much as in France, has the religion of | 
Rome been oppoſed by the ſword ? The con- 
fiſcation of property, the baniſhment, the 
impriſonment, the death of multitudes of the 
French people during the moſt horrid part of 
the progreſs of the Revolution, and the pe- 
culiar direction of theſe calamities againſt the 
| zealous 


„ 
zealous profeſſors, and the eſtabliſhed miniſters 
of the Roman Catholic religion, cannot but 
awaken, in the breaſt of every ſerious ob- 
ſerver, a deep and awful ſenſe of the retri- 
butive juſtice of God. The cup which ſhe 
gave to others, has now been given to her. 
With the plagues, which ſhe inflicted on 
them, ſhe herſelf has been viſited, Juſt 


and true are thy ways thou King of Saints.“ 


TairpLy, The viciſſitudes which have 
taken place in the ſtate of the Romiſh reli- 
gion ſhould be contemplated, as affording a 
moſt convincing evidence of the truth of Re- 
velation. 


Here we are entering on a view of our 


ſubject, which, in theſe days, it is peculiarly 
important to cheriſh and cultivate. The, po- 
liticians of this world will conſider the hiſ- 
tory of Popery, merely in it's reference to 
the fates of kingdoms, and empires, and the 
civil intereſts of mankind. But as the diſci- 
ples of Revelation, it becomes us to ſtudy it 
with an infinitely higher defign. 

| It 
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It is remarkable, that God has often eni- 
ployed men aSinſtruments in diminiſhing the 
antichriſtian power, who have themſelves felt 
no intereſt in his deſigns, but were merely 
gratifying their own wicked paſſions, pur- 
ſuing their own worldly and unhallowed 


ſchemes, and promoting their own cruel and 


tyrannical ſyſtems, The Reformation in 
England was produced by the caprice,' the 
jealouſy, and the revenge of. a diflipated" 

king. And to omit many other inſtances, 
which might be mentioned, the diminution 
of the authority of the Romiſh Church of late 
years, has been accompliſhed by thoſe who have 
had nothing in view, but the exaltation of their 
own country on the ruin of others. But in 
all this wonderful proceſs, God has been 
working his own way, and en his 
own true and faithful word. Wy n 


Wei ene e e e 


differing ſo widely from the religion of the 
Ne Teſtament, though aſſuming it's name, 
might well ſurpriſe and ſtagger the minds of 


enquirers, if they were not to perceive in the 
os Teſtament itſelf, . a moſt faithful de- 
B ſcription 


„„ 
feription of this corrupt ſyſtem. The: ac- 
count which the apofile Pauf gives to the 
Theſſalonians, of © the man of fin, and the 
fon of perdition, who oppoſeth and exalteth 
himſelf above all that is called God, or that 
is worſhipped ; ſo that he as God ſitteth in 
the temple of God, ſhewing himſelf as if he 
were God,” is inapplicable to any other event 
in the hiſtory of chriftianity, but the antro- 
duction, the riſe, the authority, the high and 
EPO Pretenſions of i ate 


The e preſentations in the 
Revelation point out with wonderful ꝓre- 
ciſion the ſame leading fact. And indeed, the 
apoſtle John gives fuch a clue to the whole, 
that whatever difficulties may attend the ap- 
plication of particular paſſages to particular 
events, their general reference to the power 
of Rome cannot be doubted. After deſcribing 
in the ſeventeenth chapter the dignity, the 
proſperity, the wickedneſs, and the final de- 
ſtruction of the antichriſtian power, under the 
figure of * a harlot ſitting on many waters,” 
that is, ruling over many nations, the Angel 
who-ſhewed him the viſion, is repreſented 


(wo 
as giving him this interpretation; © The woman 
whom thou faweſt is that great city which 
reigneth over the kings of the earth, I 
what city could this deſcription be applicable, 
but to Rome, which at the time, when the 
Revelation was written, was the rich and 


flouriſhing metropolis of what was proudly 
called the empire of the world ? 


| Now, — when we can _ 
our holy writings an accurate prophetic diſ- 
play of the riſe, the eſtabliſhment, the influ- 
ence, the decline, and finally the diſſolution of 
this aſtoniſhing power, which ſhould intrude 
itſelf into nations profefling chriſtianity, and 
raiſe it's throne above their thrones ; can we 
doubt whence theſe writings come'? Is not in- 
fidelity confounded even by it's on qpera- 
tions? And whilſt the judgments of God 
are; as my text ſpeaks, made manifeſt, 
is not the truth of chriſtianity eſtabliſhed by 
the methods which are uſed by it's enemies, 
to deprive it of evidence, ane ans even 
of exiſtence? / ( 


The hiſtory of the world at Ab is a 
A | 
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comment on prophecy, which deſerves the 
moſt ſerious conſideration. There have no 
doubt been many viſionary and miſtaken ap- 
plications of particular predictions to events 
which have taken place, and many expecta- 
tions, founded on a wrong interpretation of 
prophecy, which have been diſappointed. 
But the general conformity of the ſtate of the 
world to the predictions of ſcripture muſt, 
in the view of every impartial perſon, give 
them a weight and importance of the higheſt 
kind. And let it be carefully obſerved, that 
if unbelievers are the means of effecting the 
accompliſhment of ſcripture prophecies, there 
can be no ground for the objection, that they 
were fulfilled by intereſted perſons, to give 
credit to the fyſtem, of which they conſtitute 
an important part. They would gladly raſe 
the foundations of buildings, which they 
are undeſignedly helping to exalt to perfec- 
tion. They would willingly throw all poſ- 
ſible ignominy on that name, that venerable 
and glorious name, -which they are protlaim- ' 
ing to the ends of the earth. ** Wha ſhall 
not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? 
for thou only art holy.” x 
9TH x FouRTHLY, 
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| FovrTaLy. The marked diſpleaſure, which 
- God, in his word, and in his providence, has 
diſcovered at the uſurpations of Rome; ſhould 
be a caution againſt even ſeeming to counte- 
nance a cauſe, which he abhors. 


When the deſtruction of Babylon the great, 
the ſame event, under a different figure, was 
announced to the apoſtle John, he heard a 
voice from heaven ſaying, ** Come out of 
her, my people, that ye partake not of her 
fins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” 
Miſtake me not, my brethren ; miſtake not 
the meaning of this direction of inſpiration 

itſelf, as if we were commanded to break off 
all civil intercourſe with the profeſſors, . even 
of the moſt corrupt ſyſtem of religion; or as 


if we were to uſe unhallowed methods for | 


extirpating the ſyſtem itſelf, No! As fel- 
low-men, and as members of ſociety, they 
have in common with all others, who have 
not forfeited by their crimes the protection 
of the ſtate, a claim on our benevolent regards. 
Many of the Roman Catholics in this coun- 
try are enlightened, liberal, active, and very 


uſeful members of the community. On theſe 
B 3 accounts 
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accounts they are entitled to as much reſpect, 
as if their creed were pure and ſpotleſs. 
With regard to their religion, I hope, that 
the Proteſtant inhabitants of Britain in gene- 
ral, and that the Proteſtant Diſſenters in par- 
ticular, ſtrongly object to the impoſition of 
the ſmalleſt reſtraint in their mode of pro- 
feſſing it. And it will always be the ardent 


deſire of a conſiſtent friend of the rights of 
conſcience, that whatever be a man's religious 


creed, no interpoſition of human authority 


may prevent. him from avowing and propa- 


gating it, in any method, which does not in- 
terfere with the exerciſe of the ſame rights in 


| others, and the order and ſecurity of the ſtate. 
I cannot but think, that in the management 


of the controverſy between Proteſtants and 
Papiſts, ſome excellent writers and preachers 
have ſometimes mingled with ſound, rational, 


and ſcriptural argument, a little of that un- 


hallowed zeal, which they have juſtly cen- - 
ſured in their opponents. Even Diſſenters 
have been known to plead for reſtraints and 


limitations in the caſe of Roman Catholics, 


which if directed againſt themſelves, they 


would 


E 23 } 
would juſtly have conſidered, ay partaing ok, 
the. * eſſence of perſecution. . 


| Lonk however, that in this reſpect the 

times are favourably changed, I wiſh, that 
we may not be in ſome danger of falling into 
an oppoſite extreme; the. extreme, I mean, 
of looking with too lenient an eye on the ab- 
ſurd and miſchievous principles profeſſed by 
the zealots of Rome, and of forbearing pro- 
perly to withſtand the attempts which they 
may be making, to propagate their reli gion 
| among ourſelves. | 


It becomes us, my friends, in theſe days, 
to make an open and determined ſtand againſt 
the ſuperſtitions of Popery, and to guard our- 
ſelves and our families with all poſſible care, 
againſt. a ſpecious kind of reaſoning, which 
has been adopted by ſome, who though not 
within the pale of the Romiſh Church, have 
betrayed an inordinate love of eccleſiaſtical 
power. We are called on to declare our at- 
tach o the ſimple unadulterated religion 
of the New Teſtament 3 and by an uniform 

and conſiſtent regard to our principles, and 
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the uſe of all proper methods for diffuſing 
their energy, to plant a direct antidote to 
the poiſons of Popery, and to aim at it's de- 
ſtruction. We are eſpecially called on to 
ſtand at- the utmoſt diſtance from that ſuper- 
ſtitious regard to external forms, to the neglect 
of the religion of the heart, that ſlaviſh ad- 
herence to the dictates of human authority, 
and thoſe ſevere cenſures of ſuch as conſcien- 
tiouſly differ from us, in which much of the 
ſ] you of Popery conſiſts. 


That ſome zealous n of the Romiſh 
communion, in this country, are uſing their 
moſt ſtrenuous efforts to recommend their own 
religion, eſpecially to the young, is I pre- 
ſume ſufficiently evident. But conſidering 
their own views of chriſtianity as eſſential to 
chriſtianity itſelf, and attaching alſo a high 
degree of moral excellence, to an ardent con- 
cern to add proſelytes to the church, they are 
not to be cenſured, they are to be praiſed for 
a zeal, which is to the honour of their per- 
ſonal -integrity, even though it may be em- 
ployed in ſupport of error, 
es Wn BT Ta 
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| To theſe efforts, what, my brethren, ſhall 
we oppoſo? Not ſurely thoſe weapons which 
are carnal, but thoſe which are ſpiritual; Let 
us come out from them“ ourſelves Let 
us uſe our endeavours alſo to guard others, 
eſpecially the riſing age, againſt Popery, not 
by holding up to contempt and ridicule the 
perſons who profeſs it; not by attempting or 
even wiſhing to diminiſh their liberties ; but 
by exhibiting to them a. juſt and familiar 
view of genuine chriſtianity, by furniſhing 
their minds with religious knowledge, and by 
| awakening in their boſoms the rational and 
exalted fervors of lively devotion. + Thus 
ſhall we, in the very beſt way, defeat the de- 
figns of the moſt artful Popiſh emiſſaries, and 
by advancing the intereſts of genuine chriſ- 
tianity, ſhall render their efforts the occaſions 
of abundant good. If religion poſſeſs any: 
importance, it ought to be felt and diſplayed 
in every walk of life. Nor is any method 
of counteracting the prevalence of Popery, 
likely to be ſo effectual, as a conſtant uniform 
regard to the intereſts of ſerious practical 
piety. If we are duly impreſſed with this 
ſpirited. acknowledgment,  ** who ſhall not 

| fear 
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fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? 
for thou only art holy ;” we fhall be kept 
ſtedfaſt in our own regards fo genuine reli- 
gion, and we ſhall feel ourſelves urged to 
— every endeavour to diffuſe it's energy all 
around us. 


F IFTHLY. The preſent ſtate of the Romiſh 
religion leads our thoughts forward to it's 
final deſtruction, and the univerſal diffuſion 
of the Goſpel in al it's native ſimplicity and 


glory. 


| With what tranſport muſt. the favoured 
Apoſtle have contemplated this bleſſed proſ- 
pet held up to his view, in the united 
anthems of thoſe who had obtained the vic- 
tory over the beaſt and his image; All na- 
tions ſhall come and worſhip before thee:“ 
a proſpect, cloſely connected with the de- 
| ſtruction of the great antichriſtian power; 
ſince it is added, © for thy judgments are 
made manifeſt.” 


The God of our lives has appointed us to 


inhabit this globe at a period crowded with: 
avi 
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awful and important events. Popery, though 
not deſtroyed, is no longer the high object of 


univerſal veneration, the proud imperial miſ- 
treſs of the world. It has been ſinking, gra- 


dually ſinking, in confequence, in dominion, 
in influence, for ages. It has of late expe- 


rienced a diminution, which to the generality 


of mankind twenty years ago, would have 
appeared impoſſible to be effected. The day 
is haſtening on, when it ſhall be proclaimed: 
as by a mighty angel, Babylon is 1 
. 1s fallen.“ | 


The ſuperſtitions of Rome have been gra- 


dually undermining the ſpiritual building of 


Chriſtianity, with which they profeſſed them-: 
| ſelves to be connected. The infidelity of thoſe 
countries, in which Popery was eſtabliſhed, 
and no free enquiry: tolerated, has been noto- 
riouſly great. That a religion, ſuited merely 
to the paſſions and the imagination, but at 
which the judgment of every enlightened 
perſon muſt revolt, a religion calculated by 


ſuperſtitious ceremonies to lead the mind 
aſtray from virtuous conduct, a religion 


en i and eſtabliſh tyranny and 


oppreſſion | 


| 
| 
1 
| 
1 
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oppreſſion in the rulers, and abject ſervitude 
in the lower claſſes, to pour into the boſoms 
of it's leaders the riches and honours of the 
world, and to enſlave the reſt of mankind in 
deplorable ignorance; a religion, which for- 
bids and preeludes enquiry, which ſets it's 
ſeal of prohibition on the book whence it 
profeſſes to derive it's being and ſupport, a 
religion, in one word, which is calculated 
merely for a worldly ſanctuary; that ſuch a 
religion cannot be of divine origin, thinking 
people would eaſily perceive. Miſtaking this 
corrupt ſyſtem, for the genuine religion of 
Jeſus Chriſt, they have maintained the moſt 
inveterate oppoſition to Chriſtianity in all it's 
forms; falſely concluding, that the chriſtian 
doctrine is expoſed to all thoſe objections, which 
certainly are unanſwerable, when directed 
againſt the ſuperſtitions of Rome. Hencę 
has originated much of the infidelity, which 
has ſpread itſelf through France, and which 
is even now working it's way through dif- 
ferent parts of Europe. But may we not 
hope? Does not the book of God, does not 
reaſon itſelf encourage us to hope, that when 
theſe obſtacles to the diffuſion of genuine 

| chriſtianity 
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chriſtianity ſhall be removed, and men ſhall 
examine the Goſpel on it's own evidence, and 
ſtudy it according to the teſtimony of it's own 
records, it will attract a general attention, and 
become at length, what it was originally de- 
ſigned to be, the religion of the world? + ' 


Truly ſerious and well informed Proteſtants 


have of late been much alarmed with an ap- 


prehenſion, that Popery is regaining ſtrength, 
J hope, the alarm is without foundation. In 
a few inſtances, the inſinuating manners of a 
French eccleſiaſtic may have inſenſibly en- 
gaged the attention of his young pupils to 
the principles which he profeſſes; but it is 
to be feared, that their minds were not ſuf- 
ficiently fortified by an acquaintance with ge- 
nuine Chriſtianity, to be able to repel the 
ſpecious attempt. The ſhew and ſplendor 
adopted in the Romiſh worſhip, the impreſ- 
ſions which it makes on the ſenſes and the 
imagination, and the eaſy palliations which it 
affords for impropriety and vice, may for a 
time attract ſome attention, and make ſome 
converts amongſt the ignorant and the diſſa- 
lute, But ſuch converts yield neither honour 

nor 
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nor permanence to any community, to which 
they may happen to attach themſelves. 
Neither can I conſider the very recent change 
which has taken place in France, relative to 
the free profeſſion of the Romiſh religion, as 
an earneſt of it's continuance, or in any con- 
ſiderable degree, of it's revival. No. Every 
true friend of religious liberty muſt rejoice, 
that ſuch reftraints are taken off. Let Popery - 
be left to itdelf, as the character merely of a 
religious denomination, and it will ſoon be 
perceived, that it has not internal principles 
equal to it's own ſupport. But as this flimſey 
ornamented temple decays, the temple of evan- 
-gelical truth and holineſs will gain propor- 
tionable ſtrength and beauty. The triumphs 
of that kingdom, which is not of this 
World,“ will go forward. The Goſpel of 
our divine Redeemer will attract attention, 
will gain votaries, and will recommend itſelf 
to all nations, till at length the man of fin,” 
the power, which has ſo long uſurped the 
honours of Chriſt, and aſſumed his name, 
while it has injured his cauſe, ſhall be com- 
pletely ** conſumed by the breath of his 
mouth, and deſtroyed by the brightnefs of 
| his 


- 
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his coming,” till © all the kingdoms of tits 

world ſhall become the kingdoms of our Lord 

and of * Chriſt; and he ſhall my for ever 
and ever. 


: Finally, Let an attentive and ſerious obſer- 
vation of the events taking: place all around 
us, confirm our faith, animate our piety, and 
invigorate our efforts to do good. Amidſt 
tottering thrones, diſſolving governments, pro- 
tracted public calamities, and decaying ſyſtems: 
of religion, formed, ſupported, and patroniſed 
merely. by man, let us combine our endea- 
yours to ſtrengthen that empire of truth, of 
righteouſneſs, of IMMANUEL, which ſhall 
flouriſh amidſt the ruins of a falling world, 
and ſhall ſhine in it's brighteſt ſplendors, 
when the innumerable multitude of his re- 
deemed people ſhall appear before his throne. _ 
In the triumphs of that exalted day may we 
bear a diſtinguiſhed part ! Amen. 
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